
Endowment Insights 
 

“The Envelope” 
 

At USH, as in all parts of society, your abilities, your birthplace, family of origin, 
education you may have received, and resources available when you started out on 
your own (not to mention prejudice, and other afflictions of society) may have a great 
deal to do with where you find yourself within our USH community as the first 
Endowment Campaign in many years gets underway. Following on Joe Rubin's 
overview of endowments in general — what they are, how they can benefit an 
organization in fulfilling its mission — we will hear from Jim Venneman as (in five 
minutes or less) he speaks about the importance of participation and full-community 
support.  
 
The Endowment Committee very much wants everyone to participate. So, how do you 
do this across the spectrum of members and friends without making those currently 
stretched thin feel regret and isolation because they may be unable to contribute what 
they feel would be considered significant?  
 
Here is the perspective, to keep in mind when you are asked – as we all will be, to 
contribute.  
 
Please envision this... 
  
The metaphorical envelope, not necessarily what is in it, carries a powerful, 
penetrating message from your Endowment Committee. Be you rich or poor, newbie or 
long-timer, retired or mid-career, older and young as well...  
 
The envelope says you wish to participate. 
 
It says you wish to add your small or large contribution to the trickle or stream of funds 
for our endowment. 
 
It says you are a welcome, sought, and valued member of our community. 
 
It says the community understands the winds of adversity and random defeats, and 
victories are understood as part of the human condition. We all share it, some better for 
it and some worse.  
 
So, please understand, whatever size your contribution, we are all in this together as a 
community that cares for one another.  
 
And that is the meaning of the “envelope” – regardless of what is in it! 
 

*** 


